
PUBLIC  FORUM  ZONE  ON ELECTION  DAY

(10  ILC S  5/17 -29)
    Se c .  17 -29.  (a) No  jud g e  of  el e c t i o n ,  po l l w a t c h e r ,  or  ot h e r  pe r s o n  sha l l ,  at  an y  pr i m a r y  or  
ele c t i o n ,  do  an y  ele c t i o n e e r i n g  or  so l i c i t i n g  of  vo t e s  or  en g a g e  in  an y  po l i t i c a l  di s c u s s i o n  wi t h i n  
an y  po l l i n g  pla c e ,  wi t h i n  100  fee t  of  an y  po l l i n g  pl a c e ,  or,  at  the  op t i o n  of  a  chu r c h  or  pr i v a t e  
sc h o o l ,  on  an y  of  the  pr o p e r t y  of  tha t  ch u r c h  or  pr i v a t e  sc h o o l  tha t  is  a  po l l i n g  pla c e ;  no  pe r s o n  
sha l l  int e r r u p t ,  hin d e r  or  op p o s e  an y  vo t e r  wh i l e  ap p r o a c h i n g  wi t h i n  tho s e  are a s  for  the  
pu r p o s e  of  vo t i n g .  Ju d g e s  of  ele c t i o n  sha l l  en f o r c e  the  pr o v i s i o n s  of  th i s  Se c t i o n .  
    (b) El e c t i o n  of f i c e r s  sh a l l  pl a c e  2  or  mo r e  con e s ,  sm a l l  Un i t e d  St a t e s  na t i o n a l  fla g s ,  or  som e  
ot h e r  ma r k e r  a  di s t a n c e  of  100  ho r i z o n t a l  fee t  fro m  ea c h  en t r a n c e  to  the  roo m  us e d  by  vo t e r s  
to  en g a g e  in  vo t i n g ,  wh i c h  sha l l  be  kno w n  as  the  po l l i n g  ro o m .  If  the  po l l i n g  roo m  is  loc a t e d  
wi t h i n  a  bu i l d i n g  tha t  is  a  pr i v a t e  bu s i n e s s ,  a  pu b l i c  or  pr i v a t e  sc h o o l ,  or  a  ch u r c h  or  ot h e r  
or g a n i z a t i o n  fou n d e d  fo r  the  pu r p o s e  of  re l i g i o u s  wo r s h i p  an d  the  di s t a n c e  of  100  ho r i z o n t a l  
fee t  en d s  wi t h i n  the  int e r i o r  of  the  bu i l d i n g ,  the n  the  ma r k e r s  sh a l l  be  pl a c e d  ou t s i d e  of  the  
bu i l d i n g  at  ea c h  en t r a n c e  us e d  by  vo t e r s  to  en t e r  tha t  bu i l d i n g  on  the  gro u n d s  ad j a c e n t  to  the  
tho r o u g h f a r e  or  wa l k w a y .  If  the  po l l i n g  ro o m  is  loc a t e d  wi t h i n  a  pu b l i c  or  pr i v a t e  bu i l d i n g  wi t h  2  
or  mo r e  flo o r s  an d  the  po l l i n g  ro o m  is  loc a t e d  on  the  gr o u n d  flo o r ,  the n  the  ma r k e r s  sha l l  be  
pla c e d  100  ho r i z o n t a l  fee t  fro m  ea c h  en t r a n c e  to  the  po l l i n g  ro o m  us e d  by  vo t e r s  to  en g a g e  in  
vo t i n g .  If  the  po l l i n g  roo m  is  loc a t e d  in  a  pu b l i c  or  pr i v a t e  bu i l d i n g  wi t h  2  or  mo r e  flo o r s  an d  the  
po l l i n g  roo m  is  loc a t e d  on  a  flo o r  ab o v e  or  be l o w  the  gr o u n d  flo o r ,  the n  the  ma r k e r s  sha l l  be  
pla c e d  a  di s t a n c e  of  100  fee t  fro m  the  ne a r e s t  ele v a t o r  or  st a i r c a s e  us e d  by  vo t e r s  on  the  
gr o u n d  flo o r  to  ac c e s s  the  flo o r  wh e r e  the  po l l i n g  ro o m  is  loc a t e d .  Th e  are a  wi t h i n  wh e r e  the  
ma r k e r s  ar e  pl a c e d  sh a l l  be  kn o w n  as  a  cam p a i g n  fre e  zon e ,  an d  el e c t i o n e e r i n g  is  pr o h i b i t e d  
pu r s u a n t  to  thi s  sub s e c t i o n .  No t w i t h s t a n d i n g  an y  ot h e r  pro v i s i o n  of  th i s  Se c t i o n ,  a  ch u r c h  or  
pr i v a t e  sc h o o l  ma y  cho o s e  to  ap p l y  the  cam p a i g n  fre e  zon e  to  its  en t i r e  pr o p e r t y ,  an d ,  if  so,  
the  ma r k e r s  sha l l  be  pla c e d  ne a r  the  bo u n d a r i e s  on  the  gr o u n d s  ad j a c e n t  to  the  tho r o u g h f a r e s  
or  wa l k w a y s  lea d i n g  to  the  en t r a n c e s  us e d  by  the  vo t e r s .  
    The area on polling place property beyond the campaign free zone, whether publicly 
or privately owned, is a public forum for the time that the polls  are open on an election 
day. At  the  req u e s t  of  el e c t i o n  of f i c e r s  an y  pu b l i c l y  ow n e d  bu i l d i n g  mu s t  be  ma d e  av a i l a b l e  for  
us e  as  a  po l l i n g  pl a c e .  A person shall have the right to congregate and engage in 
electioneering on any polling place property while the polls  are open beyond the 
campaign free zone, including but not limited to, the placement of temporary signs. This 
subsection shall be construed liberally in favor of persons  engaging  in electioneering 
on all polling place property beyond the campaign free zone for the time that the polls  
are open on an election day. At  or  ne a r  the  do o r  of  ea c h  po l l i n g  pla c e ,  the  el e c t i o n  jud g e s  
sha l l  pla c e  sig n a g e  ind i c a t i n g  the  pr o p e r  en t r a n c e  to  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e .  In  ad d i t i o n ,  the  el e c t i o n  
jud g e s  sha l l  en s u r e  tha t  a  sig n  ide n t i f y i n g  the  loc a t i o n  of  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e  is  pl a c e d  on  a  
ne a r b y  pu b l i c  roa d w a y .  Th e  Sta t e  Bo a r d  of  El e c t i o n s  sh a l l  es t a b l i s h  gu i d e l i n e s  fo r  the  
pla c e m e n t  of  po l l i n g  pla c e  sig n a g e .  
    (c) The regulation of electioneering on polling place property on an election day, 
including but not limited to the placement of temporary signs, is an exclusive power 
and function of the State. A home rule unit may not regulate electioneering and any 
ordinance or local law contrary to subsection (c) is declared void. This is a denial and 
limitation of home rule powers and functions  under subsection (h) of Section 6 of 
Article VII of the Illinois Constitution. 
(Sour c e :  P.A.  95 -699,  ef f.  1 1 -9 -07.) 



POLLWATCHERS  RIGHTS  TO POLL  TAPES  AT THE CLOSE  OF 
THE POLL  

Th e  lan g u a g e  tha t  fol l o w s  pr o v i d e s  on l y  the  sta t u t o r y  pro v i s i o n  fro m  the  ref e r e n c e d  se c t i o n s  

tha t  pe r t a i n s  to  the  Po l l w a t c h e r ’ s  rig h t  to  po l l  tap e s  at  the  clo s e  of  the  po l l.   Ea c h  of  the s e  

se c t i o n s  is  len g t h y  an d  ca n  be  fou n d  at  ww w . i l g a . g o v .

 10 ILCS  5/24A –  ELECTRONIC, MECHANICAL  OR  ELECTRIC  VOTING  SYSTEMS  
    Se c .  24A -10. 1 .
    Th e  tot a l s  fo r  al l  ca n d i d a t e s  an d  pro p o s i t i o n s  sha l l  be  tab u l a t e d .  On e  cop y  of  an  "In -Pr e c i n c t  
To t a l s  Re p o r t "  sh a l l  be  ge n e r a t e d  by  the  au t o m a t i c  tab u l a t i n g  eq u i p m e n t  for  ret u r n  to  the  
ele c t i o n  au t h o r i t y .  O n e  cop y  of  an  "In -Pr e c i n c t  To t a l s  Re p o r t "  sha l l  be  ge n e r a t e d  an d  po s t e d  in  
a  con s p i c u o u s  pl a c e  ins i d e  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e ,  pr o v i d e d  tha t  an y  au t h o r i z e d  po l l w a t c h e r  or  ot h e r  
of f i c i a l  au t h o r i z e d  to  be  pre s e n t  in  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e  to  ob s e r v e  the  co u n t i n g  of  ba l l o t s  is  
pr e s e n t .  
    The judges  of election shall provide, if requested, a set for each authorized 
pollwatcher or other official authorized to be present in the polling place to observe the 
counting of ballots. In  ad d i t i o n ,  su f f i c i e n t  tim e  sha l l  be  pr o v i d e d  by  the  jud g e s  of  el e c t i o n  to  
the  po l l w a t c h e r s  to  al l o w  the m  to  co p y  inf o r m a t i o n  fro m  the  cop y  wh i c h  ha s  be e n  po s t e d .  
(Sou r c e :  P.A.  94 -645,  ef f.  8 -22 -05;  94 -1000,  ef f.  7 -3 -06;  95 -699,  ef f.  1 1 -9 -07.) 

10 ILCS  5/24B –  ELECTRONIC, MECHANICAL  OR  ELECTRIC  VOTING  SYSTEMS  WITH 
PRECINCT  TABULATION  OPTICAL  SCAN  TECHNOLOGY  CAPABILITY
    Se c .  24B -10. 1 .  
    Th e  tot a l s  fo r  al l  ca n d i d a t e s  an d  pro p o s i t i o n s  sha l l  be  tab u l a t e d .  On e  cop y  of  an  "In -Pr e c i n c t  
To t a l s  Re p o r t "  sh a l l  be  ge n e r a t e d  by  the  au t o m a t i c  tab u l a t i n g  eq u i p m e n t  for  ret u r n  to  the  
ele c t i o n  au t h o r i t y .  O n e  cop y  of  an  "In -Pr e c i n c t  To t a l s  Re p o r t "  sha l l  be  ge n e r a t e d  an d  po s t e d  in  
a  con s p i c u o u s  pl a c e  ins i d e  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e ,  pr o v i d e d  tha t  an y  au t h o r i z e d  po l l w a t c h e r  or  ot h e r  
of f i c i a l  au t h o r i z e d  to  be  pre s e n t  in  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e  to  ob s e r v e  the  co u n t i n g  of  ba l l o t s  is  
pr e s e n t .  The judges  of election shall provide, if requested, a copy for each authorized 
pollwatcher or other official authorized to be present in the polling place to observe the 
counting of ballots. In  ad d i t i o n ,  su f f i c i e n t  tim e  sha l l  be  pr o v i d e d  by  the  jud g e s  of  el e c t i o n  to  
the  po l l w a t c h e r s  to  al l o w  the m  to  co p y  inf o r m a t i o n  fro m  the  cop y  wh i c h  ha s  be e n  po s t e d .  
(Sou r c e :  P.A.  94 -645,  ef f.  8 -22 -05;  94 -1000,  ef f.  7 -3 -06;  95 -699,  ef f.  1 1 -9 -07.) 

10 ILCS  5/24C –  DIRECT  RECORDING  ELECTRONIC  VOTING  SYSTEMS
Se c .  24C -12.  

    Th e  tot a l s  fo r  al l  ca n d i d a t e s  an d  pro p o s i t i o n s  sha l l  be  tab u l a t e d .  On e  cop y  of  an  "In -Pr e c i n c t  

To t a l s  Re p o r t "  sh a l l  be  ge n e r a t e d  by  the  au t o m a t i c  tab u l a t i n g  eq u i p m e n t  for  ret u r n  to  the  

ele c t i o n  au t h o r i t y .  O n e  cop y  of  an  "In -Pr e c i n c t  To t a l s  Re p o r t "  sha l l  be  ge n e r a t e d  an d  po s t e d  in  

a  con s p i c u o u s  pl a c e  ins i d e  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e ,  pr o v i d e d  tha t  an y  au t h o r i z e d  po l l w a t c h e r  or  ot h e r  

of f i c i a l  au t h o r i z e d  to  be  pre s e n t  in  the  po l l i n g  pl a c e  to  ob s e r v e  the  co u n t i n g  of  ba l l o t s  is  

pr e s e n t .  The judges  of election shall provide, if requested, a set for each authorized 
pollwatcher or other official authorized to be present in the polling place to observe the 
counting of ballots. In  ad d i t i o n ,  su f f i c i e n t  tim e  sha l l  be  pr o v i d e d  by  the  jud g e s  of  el e c t i o n  to  

the  po l l w a t c h e r s  to  al l o w  the m  to  co p y  inf o r m a t i o n  fro m  the  cop y  wh i c h  ha s  be e n  po s t e d .  
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